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SUB J : ASAD COMMENTS DURING ITALIAN TELEVISION INTERVIEW 

1 . WE WISH TO DRAW ADDRESSEES ATTENTION TO COMMENTS 
MADE BY PRES. ASAD DURING ITALIAN TELEVISION INTERVIEW 
RELEASED LOCALLY MARCH 3. ASAD'S REMARKS ADDED 
NOTHING SUBSTANTIVELY NEW TO SYRIAN POSITION ON ANY 
OF SUBJECTS DISCUSSED. MOST SIGNIFICANT WERE (1) HIS 
REFUSAL TO PUBLICLY COMMIT SYRIA TO ANY DECISION REGARDING 
UNDOF RENEWAL AND (2) REITERATION OF TOUGH LINE AGAINST 
EGYPTIAN SIGNING OF SINAI ACCORD. HE STRESSED BY 
NOW FAMILIAR ARGUMENTS: SINAI AGREEMENT OBSTRUCTED 
"MARCH TOWARD PEACE", GOE SHOULD NOT HAVE RENOUNCED 
USE OF FORCE AND PERMITTED ISRAELI GOODS THROUGH 
SUEZ CANAL WHILE ISRAEL STILL OCCUPIED ARAB LANDS, 
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2. ON ENDING STATE OF BELLIGERENCY WITH ISRAEL, 

ASAD NOTED "THIS ISSUE HAS NOT BEEN DISCUSSED WITH 
US AND NO CONTACT BETWEEN US AND ANY (PARTY) HAS 
BEEN MADE ON THIS SUBJECT". HE CRITICIZED PROCEDURE 
AS PUTTING LAST THINGS FIRST, AND QUESTIONED WHETHER 
THIS IDEA SIMPLY "NEW PLOY FOR MOVE AGAINST OUR 
INTERESTS" AND ANOTHER TITLE FOR RESURRECTINON OF 
STEP-BY-STEP POLICY WHICH, AS HE ASSERTED, SYRIA HAD 
ALREADY BLOCKED. HE STATED THAT ENDING STATE OF 
BELLIGERENCY REQUIRES COMPLETE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM 
TERRITORIES OCCUPIED IN 1967, AND SAFEGUARDING OF 
LEGITIMATE PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. 

3. ASAD DENIED INTERVIEWER'S SUGGESTION THAT 
SYRIAN MOTIVATION IN LEBANON REFLECTED INTENTION TO 
ESTABLISH GREATER SYRIA. PRES RECALLED THAT STARTING 
POINT FOR SYRIAN EFFORTS WAS "COMPLETE VISUALIZATION 
OF PROBLEM IN ALL ITS DIMENSIONS", FOLLOWED BY 
"FORMULATION OF PROPOSALS THAT WERE DISCUSSED WITH 
VARIOUS CONCERNED LEBANESE PARTIES AND 
AMENDED UNTIL THEY CAME TO CONSTITUTE COMMON 
DENOMINATORS" AMONG PARTIES. HE ADDED THAT, "WITH 
REGARD TO THE REALIZATION OF GREATER SYRIA, ONE 
SHOULD RATHER TALK OF ARAB UNITY. WE BELONG TO AN 
ARAB NATIONALIST PARTY, BELIEVING IN ARAB UNITY. 

THIS IS, MOREOVER, OUR PRIMARY OBJECTIVE...." 

MURPHY 
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